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 Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Swanzey Planning Board 

Meeting Minutes – March 10, 2022 
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, Swanzey, NH 

 
Note: Draft Minutes are subject to review, correction and approval by the Board. Review and approval of Minutes generally takes 
place at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
The meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Scott Self. The 
meeting was held at Whitcomb Hall and via Zoom software for the public. Members present:  Scott Self, 
Michael York, Brandon Self, Jane Johnson, Richard Sainsbury, Lily Gallagher and Selectmen’s Representative 
Sylvester Karasinski. Town Planner Sarah Bollinger and Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard were also 
present. The Chair called the roll and read the agenda for the evening.   
 
Absent:   
Alternate Steve Malone, Richard Lane 
 
The Chair seated Lily Gallagher for Richard Lane. 
 
Others Present:   
Michael Petrovick Architects, PLLC and Fieldstone Land Consultants, PLLC Chad Branon, P.E., Cheshire 
County Commissioner Jack Wozmak, Cheshire County Commissioner Terry Clark, and Cheshire County 
Administrator Chris Coates, Resident Mark Carrier, Code Enforcement Officer Mike Jasmin. 
 
PUBLIC ACCESS: The public access to the meeting online via www.zoom.us,using the Zoom App on a cell 
phone or tablet or laptop or using a landline by calling (929) 205-6099 and entering Meeting ID number 235 
370 4380. 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS: 
Motion was made by Johnson to name S. Self as Chair and Mike York as Vice Chair. There was a second by 
B. Self and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed.  
 
MINUTES: 

 The meeting Minutes of February 24, 2022 were considered. Motion was made by B. Self to 
approve the meeting Minutes of February 24, 2022. There was a second to the motion by Johnson.  
All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
Introduction of new Town Planner 
Sarah Bollinger was introduced by Mike Branley as the new Town Planner who will be working with the 
Planning Board. The members welcomed her. 
 
APPLICATIONS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Planning Board #22-006 Site Plan Review Application 

http://www.zoom.us,using/
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Michael Petrovick has submitted plans on behalf of Cheshire County and plans to convert and use the 
existing 3,920 square-foot building and will, at a future date, construct a new 2,480 square-foot building at 
53 Monadnock Highway to house the Cheshire County Emergency Services.  NH Route 12 and Lake Street 
border the site (248.51’ frontage RT 12, 211.87’ frontage Lake St).  The subject lot has existing curb cuts on 
both NH Route 12 and Lake Street. The subject lot is shown at Tax map 18, Lot 183 and is located in the 
Business District.  
 
The Chair asked for comments from the members of the Board regarding the completeness of the 
application. He also noted that the applicant, being a governmental agency applying for governmental use 
is not required to be heard at a public meeting, but the Town has treated a proposed governmental use in 
the same manner as a site for plan for which a public hearing is required. The Chair noted there are no 
waivers being asked for. Cheshire County is the owner of record. Permitted use for this property is for 
governmental services.  There will be a new building 2,480 square feet in size. 
 

Motion was made by York that the application of Michael Petrovick on behalf of Cheshire County is 
sufficiently complete to proceed to public hearing. There was a second by B. Self. All were in favor. 
Motion passed. 

 
Public Hearing opened at 6:08 pm 
 
Petrovick and Branon were both present.  Petrovick said the new building will house ambulances on site 
and the existing building will be used to house ambulance staff and nurses. The staff for ambulance service 
will be on site 24/7.   
 
Branon presented information about the new building proposed for the site. He said it will be constructed 
on property of 1.219 acres.  One side is State Route 12, adjacent to the roundabout, and access on Lake 
Street.  The 2400 square foot new building will be positioned on the Lake Street side and that also will be 
the primary access.  The access will be improved to 24 feet in width.  He noted the parking lot will be 
expanded as well. There will be parking spaces along the existing building. Drainage will be an improvement 
to the property. There will be a rain garden/infiltration area holding storm water.  There will be another on 
the west side of the site.  There will be new utility connections with sewer and water coming off Lake 
Street.  Existing building has on-site septic and they are evaluating that. Lighting will be building mounted 
downcast lights. Branon said one version of the plan includes maintaining the access off State Route 12 as 
well.  State permit will be needed from New Hampshire Department of Transportation (NH DOT) for a 
change of use for the curb cut.  
 
York said State Route 12 is heavily travelled in the morning and afternoon; he also expressed concern 
regarding the entrance proximity to the Lake Street/State Route 12 junction. He noted the entrance should 
be 200 feet from the corner and the plan shows 180 feet. He also asked if there be lights to stop the public 
if the ambulance needs to enter the highway. Branon said he isn’t aware of any such plan, but the NH DOT 
has jurisdiction for that kind of decision.  Branon addressed safety concerns entering the highway:  the 
roundabout calms traffic and visibility is good and the response vehicle will have lights and sirens.  Access 
for State Route 12 will be targeted for an entrance only.  Branon said there is plenty of room for a vehicle to 
pull over for emergency vehicles along the roundabout.  There was discussion about traffic backing up 
during heavy traffic times.  
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Jack Wozmak said the ambulance rarely uses sirens these days.  He noted drivers should be yielding to an 
ambulance.  Unlikely that you will see any siren being used and he noted drivers can easily see movement 
of traffic including the movement of emergency vehicles at the roundabout.  He said the roundabout makes 
the situation easier to deal with by drivers.  He spoke about the employee shifts in and out, and transports 
and transfers without lights or sirens.   
 
Petrovick passed out designs for the new building.  It will be a New England style building. Elevation of the 
building showed gables.  
 
The Chair asked for questions. Karasinski asked if there will be fuel stored on the site. Wozmak said “no”. 
Jasmin noted connection to the sewer line.  
 
The chair asked the public for questions or comments.  
 
Mark Carrier spoke. He asked about sirens. He said he is concerned about the housing for elderly 
apartments nearby hearing the sirens. He also said the intersection is busy when there are events going on 
at the fairgrounds and that may cause backup of traffic.  S. Self said State Route 12 is wide there and there 
is room to pull over.  S. Self said running the sirens is up to the driver and the need. Carrier said during the 
expansion of that section of State Route 12, lighting was upgraded. He lives 300-400 feet from T-Birds and 
their lamps hang below the light fixture and spreads out the light. He noted Colonial Village also revamped 
their lights on the walls and that fills their neighborhood with light. He said it would be good to see shields 
to prevent the spread of light.  He said it can be intrusive and S. Self said the Planning Board is aware of 
that. Branon said the lighting is a valid concern. He said new lights for the proposed plan will be LED and 
they will be designed as LED with appropriate spacing. There will be no spotlight effect. Branon said the 
type of lighting will be downcast lighting.  He said there will be no light pollution.  He said retro-fitting lights 
are different and that can cause more light. He noted no pole lighting; all lights will be cut-off and internally 
facing. Branon said there may be a man-door light.   
 
Johnson asked why that property was chosen.  Wozmak said they looked at half a dozen sites. He said when 
this property was made available, the price was good and the location was within a mile or two of many 
calls from Swanzey.  From the perspective of Swanzey it is an excellent location. This will be one of several 
sites eventually. Wozmak said the site is acceptable to neighboring towns. It also was the right zoning. 
Coates said one thing they looked at was whether they had to be in Keene. He said this location is best from 
traffic perspective compared to Keene. 
 
It was noted there is no landscape plan on the Plat submitted.  York asked about landscaping and signage. 
Petrovick said there would be landscaping that balances the look of the building.  Branon said they will 
prepare and share that plan.  Coates said they want to make the property look blended in with the 
neighborhood and make it look nicer to the community.  
 
The Chair noted items not on the site plan that are not present on the Plat submission checklist. 
 
The Chair closed the public hearing at 6:52 pm 
 
The Chair asked the members for their comments.  York said he thought the response times for Swanzey 
will be improved.  The Chair said Lane expressed to him a favorable opinion for the application. 
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Motion was made by York to approve the plan that Michael Petrovick has submitted on behalf of 
Cheshire County to convert and use the existing 3,920 square-foot building and, at a future date, 
construct a new 2,480 square-foot building at 53 Monadnock Highway to house the Cheshire 
County Emergency Services on property shown at Tax Map 18, Lot 183, located in the Business 
District. There was a second to the motion by B. Self and no further discussion. All were in favor. 
Motion passed. 

 
The applicants thanked the Board and left the meeting. 
 
DISCUSSION/OTHER BUSINESS 
Planning Board #21-007 – Avanru Development Group, Ltd 
Code Enforcement Officer Mike Jasmin was present to discuss the changes to location of transformers on 
the plan for property located at Tax Map 72, Lot 98.  The change to the location of the transformers for this 
project was captured by Eversource’s field engineer working with the applicant, Code Enforcement, the Fire 
Inspector, and Department of Public Works (DPW) Director DiRusso prior to construction. The change is 
needed to allow the required truck access to the transformer per approved PUC Eversource policy.  
Swanzey’s Site Plan Review Regulations require the submission of an as-built set of plans per Section XII c. 
“As Built” Plans.  “As Built plans will be required at the conclusion of the installation of all underground 
utilities.  
 
Jasmin spoke on behalf of Avanru. He said Eversource wants transformers within ten feet of a vehicle 
access. He said a pull-off was discussed and everyone agreed on that.  He said he just wanted to make sure 
that the Planning Board be aware of the change. 
 
S. Self said any change needs to come before the Planning Board but he didn’t see any problem with this 
proposed change and it seemed to be a minor modification.   
 

Motion was made by York that the change in location of transformer in the plan for property 
located at Tax Map 72, Lot 98 is a minor change that does not require a modification of the site 
plan. There was a second by Sainsbury. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
OTHER MATTERS: 
Master Plan 
Jasmin said staff may want Chair Self to come into Town Hall and double check on the changes requested 
by the Board. Self said he could do that. 
 
Public Water Systems in Swanzey 
Karasinski said there 40 public water systems in Swanzey. 
 
State Department Renamed 
Karasinski said the formerly named Public Utilities is now NH Department of Energy 
 
Next Meeting:  March 24, 2022 
 
ADJOURNMENT 



 

 
Town of Swanzey Planning Board  Draft Minutes 
March 10, 2022 
Page 5 of 5 
 

Motion to adjourn was made by Gallagher. There was a second to the motion by Johnson with no further 
discussion. All were in favor by roll call. Motion passed. Adjournment occurred at 7:02 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 
 
 
 


